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Rathin THAM BEING
sameans hat the Vanuatu
Govermment shauld be deal-
ing with of negeiiasing with,
Mr. Amarendrs Nath Ghosh
Is precusely the sype of per-
sons that Venusty should be
going aur of i way ro dis-
enpee ieself from.

Ay consection with same-
oma with M. Gheah's criminal
backgeourd can only dimin-
Ish Vanuans's reputaian.

30 years afier independ-
ence wurely Vanustu has
matured encugh not io feel
the nead ro have arry

What T like abeut corruption
15 that you get what you pay for!

e

“Farliamens may prescribe
Farthes conditions of the ol
gibility 10 apply for narural-
rzarion and shall provide for
the machanery to review and
dacade an applennions for nar.
uralizadon”™

5o when the Lowyer of Mz
Ghoth everseas threatens to
sue the Vasuary Government,
bar i they sus, the Govern
mene can courwestiaion that the

Why is the Vanuatu Government even considering Mr. Ghosh's application?

How was Me Gath select-
ed to be an homarary consul
of Vasuseu s Thailand?

Mumerows Ombudsman's
reports in the ninesies point-
ed cut in the past the misuse
of the dusibusion of hanai-
ary passparts by Ministers
for Favours, and i was hoped
that sriet guidelines waould
have been escablished and
adhered to, bt this doee ane
appeat to be the case.

p—p g
and illegally
50 let them sue and let the

tion with known disrepata-
Ble individuals thar can anly
harm sur counery domesrical
l,un-d insernagionally
8 EnCOuAging 10 s5e
tlue Prime Minsier caking the
wiew nat 1o renew Ghosh's
paspon

Unasswered (uastions:

Despite pressupe fram Mr.
Amarandea Nath Ghosh's
legal representatives in India
a3 well ai ibe heeded warn
ing by his clode musceiate in

| ter Barnk Sope apains Trans-
| parency Vanuntis and the

| Daily Pow. the quesions sill
f remain wnanswered of how

Mr. Ghogh came about
| obealn his Vanuacs pastport
| and whethes he has » valid
! ordinary Ni-vanuaty pass-
| poer

In the Times of india on

27.08.07 and 28.08.07 (wwnil:
abie i everyans on the web)
Mr. Gosh ig called 3 “ecam
artist”

They wries:
1 “Between 1992.1096,
Ghosh swindied some of the
beggest banks in Kolkata o
millians (Allahabad Bank,
Arwdbin Rank, Punjab Haticn-
al Bank, Usited Bank of
India, Bank of Baredal using
forgery, fraud, and friends at
the banks. He then Med to
Dubsi and Later o Vanuam
Axlnmds in the South pacific
I I Vwnuatu, he joinad hande
| with the then prime minisier
Barak Sope and almont got
that country's reserve bank o
issue him boads worth $300
milkion

wanted by CBL in sever.
al cases of chesuing, Ghosh
was arrested by Interpal,
Wiesbaden, in Germany an
December 15, 2002, on the
basis of & red corner norice
issued ar CBI's behess the
same year “Ghash’s exra
ditkon wias cleared In June
2003. He nppenached a coust
in Germany but his plea was
turned down. After this, he
pwaliowed a 10-2m lang knife:
and declined 1o undergo sur-
| geiy which delayed his extra-

Vanuasu, former Prime Mk

dinon,” said CBI joist directar
VS Duts

There are cheating case
against Ghosh in Dubial as
well, Fe had fled there after
Indin becams toa ho for him
But before this, be b
landed in Vanuars (slands
on farged Thai papers and
In a short span of Hme, Wil
Invelved in & dasing 5300
midlicn frasd in caboos with
the then prime miniser Barak
Sage.”

Alfeer his escape o Dubai
fram Indin, Ghesh went
1o Thailand before reach-
ing Vanuats nesr Auseralio
A congummate trickster, he
won the confidence of Sope
by donating & haige amouat
Far ditstier mansgement. He
lnimed to e 0 Thal business-
man. Buc laver, b was sble 1o
muke Sope 3 part of his plans
and hatch & criminal conspie-
acy with the Vanisaraan lend-
er to ohein letiens of bark
eredi to the wne of $300
millien.

The credit was allegedly
facilitated by Sope brazen-
Iy farging the signaruee of
his own finance minicer Bur
once all this cams te light,
there was a furor snd & no-
confidence mation agains
the prime minisier which
paw the axit of the Sope gov.
ernment. Wi game discov-
ered, IB cover blawn and his

Bun said, in Kolkata,
Ghash duped Alishabad Bank,
Andhea Bank, Punjab Natsor
al Bark, Usised Bank of india
and Bank of Barada in con-
nevanes with bank officials in
199455 Seven chasge sheen

isvued by falsely showing
Aabit fram feeirsue pon-ree-
derst external or non-revident
non-repatriable ascounts, In
other cares, outward clear-
ing cheques were credived
inte she accoant bul when
the cheques were dighon-
aured for back of sufficient
Funds. the debet wis not post-
et i thhe pespective accounts.
Inward cleating cheques
were honowred withoat suf-
Acient halsnce in actounts,”
said Duat

Ghosh was geclired a pro-
claimed offender by a court
@t Alipore (m Kelknta on Feb-
munry 5, 2002 1 some cases,
Ghash managed ro ger bank:
er's cheques sued i the name.
of ficririous persons with help
fram seneor bank official

A serror CBI officer sand
that fndisn govemment sent
4 request for Ghoah's exirad):
rion 10 Germany on March 2,
2003, This veas s00n acoepued
Tt Glash's kil act preveni-
e his exradition.

Ghosh was bom in Kolkaws
in 1961 and according 1w T,
he win one of the bigges hen-
eficiares of the scams which

roched the nasonalieed banks .

In Kalkara berwesn 1992 nnd
1996, An amest warrans was
earber issued agains him in
Drsbai e

Ghash was produced in
a Delhi cowrt which granted
tranase remard for taking hm
&b Kolkara. The knéle is srill
lodged in Ghosh's stomach.
CBI officials said 1hat o vur-
ey wonild be possibie caily if
he apees 0

The authorines and mary
leaders s well ax the public
are aware that My Goh had
nat lived 10 years in Venuats

‘were filed against him and  before be applied for his pass-
other accused in [our caves.  port, 50 how could he get an
Ghosh's modus operandl  ordinary passpon®™

comprised availing oveadrafi Marurahaten:

Encilicies by pledging forged “A naticnal of & forsign
collateral gacurstees and get:  smieor s persan may
ting foans out of  apply .
foreign remitrances received  en of Venuana if he has lived
by the banks on the basis f  continuously in Vanaaru foc

lorged documents.
“Danker's cheques were

a2 beant 10 yran smmediately
Bedore: the dase of the applica-

lewyers defend
the case.

Appaeently, it would be
werong 10 assuree thar this is an
Isclared case a5 the Immigre-
than Deparcmient. the Cirizen-
ship Commiszon, politviens
and even some hoaorary cen-
wuls have been accused of
receving marsey and gifis in
exchange for diplamate pasy-

pora.
“Yex naching has been dane
to thoraughly invesigate
questionable decisions.

Perhaps the
Department and the Minis-
try of Foreign: Alfairs could
come out clear 1o explain o
the public why this has hap-
pened 11 goes back to the
concerns that were raied
over and oves again if Laws
thar have been passed in pas-
liament were only meant oo
be for the ordinary cirizens
whibe keaders and civil serv-
ants can do whatever they

"

It wiuld alsa be ineress
img 1o have Me Sope explain
wihiy he suppares sach & per-
100 taking into account

the former Ombudsman's
repars invalving Mr. Sope
in fraudulent bank guaran:
rees Ombudsman repodts in
1996 and the sinilar peoblem
witiich fed Bim 1o be convice.
ed 10 3 years imprisoament
for rwe counts of forgery an
bank guarapmees of 3 and 16
million US. He was lacer par-
doned by the President The
Judge wrete in Public Pros.
acutor ¥ Sope Maaulama.
te [2002) vuss 48; Criminal
Case no 010 of 2002
“Further, in 1996 there
had been (wo Ombuds-
man's Reports concerming
the defendand's involvement
(Sop="s) with guarantess and
nusch docurmencs and he must
hhve been aware af their
importance and the need ro
follow ihe law and e
lished procedures in respect
of them. The prosecstion savs |
despite thar he wilfuity disrc-
garded the PFEMA, in partic-
ular sections 59 and 60, and |
signed the two guaramiees.” !
e page b I

|
Transparency |
Yanutu

Government
even
considering

Mr. Ghosh's
application?

o Frvms pagn &

Even though it may be
rue thar Mr. Gosh hay never
ween thied fn @ coure af law
1 Varigntm, but his alieged
eghuernent i the financial |
waim which evenoaally led
& Mr. Sope being faited for
it part at Prime Minisiet 91
hat thme shiould be enough
 raise doubr in the public
nind ms well a3y suthorities
af his disreputable integri-
+ £0 far He was even smatt
snouigh 16 evade arrest when
1e left the country priof 1o
e seandale supfacing. |

‘When somenne applies for |
1 residenty permiz noe even !
o passpore, the tmmigra- |
“inn Departmene asked the |
perion fo provide 3 Police
Tieneance shoswing that he |
s o convicrlises oversens.
s this is alss A impoTAn: ©
tlement to asslsy the tmmi-

wroton or the Govermmett |
w welcame new iesidenin |
or new cilizens. i

The stance [aken by Prime
Minister Natapsl not io
renew Me Ghaah's Vanuati
passport should be respect-
4 and offers hope thar the
cittzenship Commission will
o the right decision despire
the pressure being por on
thvem by other leaders.

TIV Correction: |
I one of our last week's |
articis, wa have refarred
to “Sacond EIA on Back-
sands Fish Plant sbout 1o
be complatad”. It is nat
» pacond EIA aw stated
in tha sriicle since thers
had besn no EiA dons
prior to tha praject, This
it fivad el Pl EIA 10
loss undnrtaban by e two
Ipeal cansuitants whem
thali findlags wiil be
mada knawh b the pub-
lic on 1990 of Fabruary
2610, Thars was onby &
Praliminety Environment
Assasament (PER) and

I Wk paporied in the
adia that the Vanuatu
govemmant was fund-

ehma tram the Chines
govamment



