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Yumi Save Stopem Korapsen'

A weekly column on Good Governance, A

La corruption

Agissons contre la corruption!

rend un pays pauvre!

parency and Resp

with a view to eliminating Cotrupnon

YOU CAM BECTME A MEMBER OF TRAMSPARENCY WANGLATU AND BE PART OF THE CHALITION T FIGHT CORRUTION.
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Is The Biggest Threat to Vanuatu's
ecurity Our Own National Security Force?
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Are Yow sure we're

! Qa Chﬂstran country

IT WAS VERY DIZAPFOIMNTING
| for readers of the Independent
newspaper's las fve daucs 10
read Evelym Toa's articles which
seemned fo wWant 1o 1Ty o jus-
rify the actions of the VMF in
killing John Bule while he was
in custody, and in p lar 1o

e the Police G

Peter Bong was asking for &

ments of the prisons after a full
m\umnon.a‘ﬂsameum:
son following the fre-

excuse the role of the current
Police Commissioner, Josh-
ua Bong, whao was head of the
Correctional Services Depart-
ment kast year when there was
repeated escapes of the prison-
1 ers, and when Bule was bear-
en to death.
s a journalist and the Pres-
ident of the Media Association
of Vinuan (MAV), Ms. Toa has
faibed 1o address the real issue
of police brutality as stated in
the Coroner's repart.
The eriticism of Mr. Bong
and his colleagues by vari-
| ous people in Vanuat has go
| nothing to do with defending
'| John Bule. who was convict
| ed of the very serious cime of
rape, and was nghtly &ening a
| prison sonionoe.
The issue is Police and

s b that

30 serious inju

ros being indlicted on Me Bule
\

aefore b chied
s Conlel this sor
ppen again? Wil it

iv to haapouen AgaAin

on of Paama had
plren remove fullowi
ries caused by the Podio

quent mdum ofl’ulm: bru-
naliry.

In a Community Perception
swidy of the Vanoatu Police
Force made by Austid in 2006,
the study found that as far a5
the treamment of people is con-
cemed by the Police, 40% of
the people interiewed thought
thar the Police mistreat people
or is 1o viclent.

This is also supported by
the results of questions regard
ing the workable relaonship
berween the Police and the
community and the police and
the young peophe. These results
indicare a need to improve both
relationships.

Henwever this will be difficulr
if the police are seen as oo vid-
lent ar that they mistrear peo-
ple. 6074 of the ordinary people
interviewed thought that most
o the Police do not treat pen-
ple fairhe

Do anyons who is awane of whal
was dischosnd in tha Coronar's inqoest
repart think that nothing showld hag-
p4n? That po ene should be held
accountable? That there shotld be o
consequences [ these seen 1o have
‘e rvolved, o just 33 impartandy -

—ﬂlld.l‘!?

carried out by
of the Police ar sECuriny (r.rn\
whether  wecurs dunng

or orhcrmat '.'hnn]d b: utter-

Iy condemned in the strang-
st terms by the government
authorities a5 well as ciwl soG-

ey

Self discipline and seif reg-
ulation by the forces has obwvi-
ously failed. Where then will
the reform come from? Frob-
abily not from within if the cul-
ture of violence continues.

As a result of this recent
shameful ncident coming to
light, the general public night-
Iy Feels concerned that without
any significant consequences,
the VMF and Police will not
be chastened or motivated to
change. The VMF has repored-
ly increased its force membert
as well as having acquired the:
FAMAS sutomatic rifles from
the French Military — hard-
ly reassuring news when such
indiscipline exiss.

The allegations of incom-
petence, corruption, brutal-
ization, and being a violator
rather than an enforcer of the
rule of byw, have all been voiced
Before agains the police and
the VME

sious govern-
ments. mer T
rities. have raken anv

= responsible

ously into these alkegatons, oF
if thew have, L
|Iu1dd‘ pllmll.

o rq;ln: dipped over
these issues until tedyy. This
s bred 2 culrure of impun-

ty and as a result, complaints
agains the palice and the VMF
have been totally ignared,

while those wl\o persist risk
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ors bvfore the Cowrts; and
e} sach other duties as may B
wxgrersly provided hor by ke
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‘Port Vila, Vanuatu’
Fax#: 25716

s been revealed that some of
the escapees have been in jail
for more than a year withour
being comvicted in the Cotrts
It is the responsibility of the |
Public Prosecutor ro make sure |
cases are brought quickty to the |
COUrLS. !

Far the Police and the |
VMF to have an effective
role and be held in respect
by the public, it reguires not
anly strucrural changes in the
organization, but also major
reworking of the procedures
and police nileg.

Police,training should be re- |
oriented 1o bring in a chimge
in the mindset and attitude
in regard to police work and

the recognition and respect of
tuman rights.
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Prase 1 of the Educaibon
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