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Save Stopem Korapsen!

A weekly column on Good Governance, A

' La corruption rend un pays pauvre!
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Australia. Speaker. Marie-Noslle Ferieux Patterson, President, Transparency Vanuatu

‘Threats to Media Freedom and Freedom
of Information in the South Pacific”
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ProrLe LiviNg M
| westernizee, first work! coun-
tries have lived with o free
media bewng pan of the fab-
ric of sociery for so long thas
it probably decsn't eccur to
them ro ask themselves what
it would be like not to have
it
i However, if you live in a

eountry thar does noi @

media freedom, or where
media freedom is a very
recent phenomenon, you
| perhaps understandably
take it much less for grant-
o

Even when a country’s

constitution guarantees such

things as freedoum of expres-
* xion, a% Van tham
does not neeessarily mean
that it occurs automatically,
nor docs it mean i is accept
ed = even by those who
signed the Constitution!
Vanuaty is not the enly

country thar has had 10
*move from the Subsist-

ence Age to the Interner
in

generation or
e change hap
-e-xln—nu-l)- 1p'uJ[\ is

lavnches
Ethics..

rule almost unguedaioned 1o
an open democriey with all
the freedoms that implies is
beund to create friction.

Maost people do not know
what their twn consif
says and do not understand
well how their democratic
system works, or Is mean|
o work

Technalogy

Having smid that, n some
ways, Manuarn faces juse as
many practical problems as
we da ideslogical issues.
The simple broadvasting
and receiving of informa-
tign presents huge prob-
lems. For years, umtil it was
fixed recently, people living
in 1the auter islands had no
way to seecive rrdio broad-
cases. This represents mare
than hall of the population
240,000 people in cighty

m

islonds
And even whien it is pos
sible. because there is no

atln-

mains electricity oy,
ble Levond the outskins of
the main rowns of Port Viid
on Efare 1skind and Lugan-
wille it Santa Island, people
mus oy batiesies for cheir

rriciy ourside of the towns,
thers is alse no television
recoprion and no Internet
Aceess,

There is also o very lim-
ired
tribution network to the
outer islinds that inhibies
the delivery of newspapers
Air freight is expensive and
shipping services verv prrar-

and woreliable dis-

ic

The only development
that has considerably
increased communica
tion and information has
been the recent inrodue-
rion of the mobile phone,
with small solar chargers.
allowing some Tarm of

communicarion in many

islar
ing nbout B0 per cent aff
the country
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Vanuatu Governmenis
are not used to being held

accountable. T
they dan’t ow

e maecchia o cho o,
thelr

v wishy

And even then
respotes are of
waishs, e
issues.

Coroners Report and
threats
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Sa the parential threm 1o
| desmacracy in also & thear 1o
| Freedam of infosmation

we had an avempred
esup staged by ihe Poiice
Force i Vanusiu in 1997,
allagedly 1o Sght pascerved
widespread polisical or offi
il orrapion

Changs in geopis smitude

A the same time, there it
s tharage of criitim of
official mesconduct in arucies,
editonale snd letters 10 the
edineat, alhengh lesver writ
erx shen da nar their
rarses, and editors alkew bt
tars 10 be peslished snomy-

e

Hadia tabksack shiws are
mure informed and meoré
*| crinical, enpressing propie’s
deiaratscnnn wirh how mew
bender are behming.
| Transpasency vasizans abio
| b il page every webek iof
1 the natmnl daily newspa
1 per Ahat by afbowed many
| imponant issues 1o be raned
but degpae sl this, averall
the gablich mleraace of off

The Guvernment ¢ 1
much af the fow of inlorns,
tion within the cowntry. The

v loml television channe
is Goavernment awned, s

there 15 aw

| cial miszoaduet
| unlensed.

| would be fair e wy thar
| Mwmaan alss needs 4 much
| hagher standard of jowrnal

vt like

Cer

Var
the Mobiie |
v il

The mem

i, expacialby nves
Jrurnaliam, wherehy terious
isaues are properly ouked
inte and foilowed up, i
Governmern affscial are hold
103 much higher standrd of
ectusabdling

Thrawt e mrdia

In s wayd jarnalisie
revxcence i understandable
I ehe pat, jaurnalines have
been threatened and even
deparmed As | mewtioe
my talk yesierday, the Aus
EraliEn weman who gwmed
Vanuaru's first privaie news-
paper wai deparred in e
19805 by Fathar Walier
Lini's gevernment The o
rera publisher of the Dasly
Pos newspaper has gver
theé yeare boeh INFEmIERSd
and beaten up. and he way
deported by furmer Prime
Misister Barak Tama Sope
Before retsming 15 the cinis
a1y 3o evenaally hecrming
& Vanus i,

The publisher, Mare
Heil Janes, was astaulied
recently bacause 0f coisi
cisms he wrate about ihe
Vansaiy Mabile Force aml
the Corrgataomal Sericen
Deparment. Not bamg ago.
& ysusg pregnans Vanusts
Jousmalis: st her haby it
bring assaubred by someane
ot haggry

Vhnesnu Mabife Force sesised

&

after the
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ed that

epoit als

the Foree did not

cunner's pepon

AToFageT |

There were no conio
quencar for say al the
righe invotved 10 thess
£ Mo invesrigas
(H0nE, A0 CRATELE, B0 ot
cxuriuny

At elecrion times slmosi
no coverage Appeass in the
madin absut the individual
candidaes oo their policies,
or the backgrmunds of tkase
wher have sleesdy been dis
vredited im Ombedsman’s
pubdic repam

O the other hand, as has
been repomtedly mantinned,
I the Pacifie pengle 1end to
he passive in general and
nocepn muthaouity wichout i
much quettian

Furthermare, they hesi
18 thallenge tath uihiei
in their small gemman
The
heen ack
lisnitagioms it resmes in mat
rert wuch ax protecutian of
Aibeged winagdace

oo, 4x# £ven handicapped
oy the fear UmiGng most -
pie thas they can samehow
b harmad by “black magie”
o +" and arber
euperinian
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ansparenty Vanuars
I8 anser kax recop
nised this sirwation and

“Threats to Media Freedom and
Freedom of Information in the South Pacific"
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wut i bl the ¥
woskihops an lgnl
and inmredacing o
carion in the

an media projecs with the
Joumsiiss and the goile
In yammary, unless ihere
1% & lundamenzal change of
haare within nifeial encles
- andd when s where fae
that exver happesed? - and
moTe figotaus imeesTigaTive
|murastism, and perhap
most ampertanaly of all, an |
asang appetire from e
geneesl public for 3 Righe
srandard of gavernmend a
sll evels |
This of cosrse rabes time
It id 1kaly o5 Take deenn
sodernived. wenernizid
soumlies that were |
b - e s Busda

yeans apu are will evaliing
el mamreng and we i sils
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seandal afves another, whe,
e thar be polirical. o
caal, spunting o6 srsanal
But change has happeacd
lsewivere, wa | am opiin
Wi than it ¢an oec
mail, recentiy born cousry
fike Vamwatu. 301 wii
el e here |
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